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                                   Catholic Culture 
 

A good culture arises from messages that promote traits like collaboration, honesty and 

hard work.  Culture is shaped by interwoven elements, each of which, schools have the    

power to    influence: fundamental beliefs and assumptions, or the things that people at your 

school consider to be true. 

In the current events of the day, there is a serious conversation about the culture of schools.  

In a Catholic school setting, we focus on the fundamental beliefs of the Christian faith.  In   

essence, we have a central moral compass that is fostered between the home and school. 

We often hear the term loco parentis in the relationship between parents and schools.  Loco 

parentis is a legal doctrine describing a relationship similar to that of a parent to a child.  It    

refers to an individual who assumes parental status and responsibilities for another           

individual, usually a young person, without formally adopting that person.  The school does 

not replace the parents, but creates a relationship of shared values between the school and 

parents. 

In our Catholic school culture, moral education is an ever-present reality.  This presence is 

so, because a fundamental purpose of schooling is the transmission of cultural beliefs and         

practices.  It is also so, because of the widespread belief that to maintain, or restore values 

and virtues in society, one must begin within our parish schools. 

We are responsible for education—parents, teachers, and school authorities— we must pool 

all our resources to enable Catholic schools to provide a service which is truly civic and     

apostolic. (The Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education) 

November 14-20 is Discover Catholic Schools Week.  During this week, we 

will reflect in Thanksgiving for the culture of our school and the relation-

ships within our school community. Reading this month’s newsletter, gives 

testament of St. Mary’s shared mission. 
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Great Lake Scrip/Dillons 

Don’t forget to get your Holiday Shopping done early!!  Purchase gift cards for your holiday needs or 

for gift giving…  Many popular merchant cards will be available to purchase all of November and   

December. Ask about the new Scrip Card app!! Purchase cards on-the-go. Pre-orders will be taken, 

watch your ‘Red Folder” for information. Also available will be Scrip Gift Certificates. Don’t forget to sign 

up with Dillons and designate St. Mary’s Grade School. A percentage of purchases will come back to the 

grade school. Just go to Dillons Rewards to sign up! If you would like credit for your Dillons  Rewards, 

please print off a copy of your statement and bring it to the school office. You will only get the credit if 

Around the School 

Members of Battle of the Books enjoy a “taste” of 

what’s to come this year!! 
5th graders “Bless” the Blessings Box with several 

items!! 
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School Council Summary 

St. Mary’s School Council met October 25 @ 5:30, RM. A 

The school council opened with a prayer. There were no communications to or from the 

council. 

Financial Report: Dr. Compagnone reviewed the finance report with the council. The year 

up to date report indicates revenues were up slightly from previous year, but expenses 

were also up due to staffing and utility increases. The Extravaganza netted $43,000 and 

was up 10% from last year. 

Several surveys are in the process of being taken for parents, students, and teachers. The 

surveys are through Cognia, which is the accreditation agent for the Salina Diocese. The 

school council was briefed about those surveys and results will be reported at future 

council meetings. 

The school council received updates on several funding projects that include funding for 

school programs including Summer School, Tutoring Programs, Technology Support, 

Food Service and Childcare services. These funds are supported through federal and 

state funding outside the cost of the general fund. The council reviewed a Fiscal Audit 

form KSDE regarding the food service program for both the Day Care and School opera-

tions.  

A COVID update was discussed with the school council.  At this time no specific recom-

mendations have been made for changes to the current policy.  However, the staff is mon-

itoring the situation on a day-to-day basis. 

 

Next school council meeting is November 25 at 5:30. 
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Canned Food Drive

During the month of November, students will be asked to collect canned goods 

which will be distributed to Salina Emergency Food Bank and Catholic Charities. 

This year, we will have a “Thermometer” outside the office tracking our progress!! 

We would like to reach our goal of 1000 boxed and canned items!! 

Students may bring in items from Nov. 8-22. 

ITBS Testing 

St. Mary’s School, Grades 1-6, take a Norm-referenced test each fall in order to measure          

students’ current performance, as well as progress from previous years. The results are beneficial to not  

only parents, but the school as well. Teachers can guide their instruction and the school can develop its 

curriculum. Test will be all online this year. 

Please make sure your children get plenty of rest & eat a good breakfast the week of Nov. 8th. 
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Announcements 

 

COLD WEATHER 
     With the cold weather season arriving, it is the par-
ents’ responsibility to see that their children are 
dressed appropriately to play outside, and sometimes 
wait outside in the morning before school.   Please 
make sure that your child brings a coat as the weather 
turns colder. Remember that shorts will not be worn 
during the months of Dec., Jan. and Feb. 

     Please put your child’s name on the tags of their 
sweatshirts and hoodies.  Also, please check the tags 
of your child’s items.  If you find an item at your house 
that was picked up accidentally, with someone else’s 
name in it, please return it to the office. 

     A plain, short sleeved white t-shirt may be worn 
under a uniform shirt, but no other long sleeved shirt.    
St. Mary’s sweatshirt or hoodies are recommended 
instead. 

WEATHER ALERT— School closings will be posted 
on our school website (https://stmarysalina.org), will 
be announced on local radio stations, tv stations and 
will be sent as a text message to families that have 
signed up for this service at the school office. 

Enjoy your food, but eat less:  

Take the time to fully enjoy your food as you eat it. Eating too fast or when your   

attention is elsewhere may lead to eating too many calories. Pay attention to     

hunger and fullness cues before, during, and after meals. Use them to recognize 

when to eat and when you’ve had enough.  For more information on the school’s 

wellness policy, see the school’s website. 

No School 

Thanksgiving Break   

Wednesday, November 24th 

Thursday, November 25th 

Friday, November 26th 

Love N Learn will be closed Nov. 25 & 26 

Turn TV commercials into fitness 

breaks. 

Invent silly names for simple exercises like 

squats, push-ups, and sit-ups, and then do them 

together till the show comes back on. "Call them 

princess sit-ups or Bob the Builder muscle build-

ers,"  You can also play "coach," in which you take 

turns "ordering" each other to "drop and give me 

five," or "follow the leader," in which one person 

leads the others in fun, simple moves like clap-

ping, wiggling, and marching. 

Red Wheel Products 

Red Wheel Products will be distributed 

on Monday, November 8 from 2:30-5:30 

in the APR. 

****Drive-Through pick up**** 

Park near the APR (West) entrance. 
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More Around the School 

Happy Halloween!! Students went 

trick or treating in the APR.  
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5th Grade to Starbase 

Every Tuesday for the last 5 weeks, 5th graders attended Starbase at 

the National Guard  Training Center . 

 

4th Grade visited Rolling Hills Zoo on  

October 26. Rolling Hills Zoo, in           

association with the Middlekauff    

Foundation offers 4th graders this       

educational opportunity to visit the 

Zoo. 
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NOVEMBER 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

 Looking Ahead 
Dec 4th   1st Reconciliation (2nd Grade) @ 10am St. Mary’s Church 

Dec 8th  Holy Day of Obligation 
Dec. 9th  Home & School Meeting @ 12:00 
Dec. 10th    DARE Graduation @ 2:00pm 

Dec. 21st—Dismiss at 1:20 
Dec. 22nd—Jan. 3rd  -  Christmas Break 

Jan. 4th  -  School Resumes 

Thanksgiving Break 

All School 
Mass & 
Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

School   

Council @ 

5:30 

Election 

Day 

No School 

********ITBS Testing******** 

Discover Catholic Schools Week 

Canned food Drive 

No School 

Diocese Inservice 

All Saints 

Day 

H&S Meeting 
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O Gracious God, we give you thanks for your overflow-

ing generosity to us. Thank you for the blessings of the 

food we eat and especially for this feast today. Thank 

you for our home and family and friends, especially for 

the presence of those gathered here. Thank you for our 

health, our work and our play. Please send help to those 

who are hungry, alone, sick and suffering war and  

violence. Open our hearts to your love. We ask your 

blessing through Christ your Son. Amen.  

 


